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I soon perceived the truth of what I had heard re-
specting the great buildings of Lucknow, built during the
reigns of the Mohammedan emperors of the seventeenth
century.
A Frenchman, named Martin, a native of Lyons, and a
common soldier in the army of Lally-Tollendal, became,
in 1730, a favourite with the king. He it was who designed,
and in fact may be called the architect of the so-called
marvels of the capital of Oude.
The Kaiser Bagh, or official residence of the sovereigns,
is a whimsical and fantastic medley of every style of archi-
tecture which could possibly emanate from the imagination
of a corporal, and is a most superficial structure.
The interior is nothing ; all the labour has been lavished
on the outside, which is at once Hindoo, Chinese, Moorish,
and .... European.
It is the same with regard to another smaller palace,
called the Farid Bakch, which is likewise the work of
Martin*
As to the Im&mbara, built in the midst of the fortress
by Kaifiatoulla, the greatest architect of India in the
seventeenth century, it is really superb, and, bristling with
its hundreds of bell-towers, has a grand and imposing
effect!
I could not leave Lucknow without seeing the Constan-
tioe Palace, which is another of the original performances